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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 
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ATTTTCT TT ItHE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL^ $ ® ® IN A SETTING DESIGNED BY 

THE HOUSE DEAU 1 1 Jr UL FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT AND1 PRINTED BY HAND AT THE AUVERGNE 

BY PRESS IN RFVER FOREST BY WILLIAM HERMAN WINSLOW AND 

WILLIAM C * CANNET frank lloyd wright during the winter months of the 

YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED NINETY SIX AND SEVEN % # # & 
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LOWER IN THE CRANNIED WALL, 

1 PLUCK YOU OUT OF THE CRANNIES;— 

HOLD YOU HERE, ROOT AND ALL, IN MY 

HAND, 

LITTLE FLOWER—BUT IF I COULD 

UNDERSTAND. 

WHAT YOU ARE, ROOT AND ALL AND ALL IN 

ALL 

1 SHOULD KNOW WHAT GOD AND MAN IS." 



HE MODERN EYE WITH CLEARER LIGHT SURVEYS 

AND THEN DEMANDS A GREATER HARMONY; 

THE TOUCH OF REASON, LOGIC—ALL UNBEND,— 

AND FIRED WITH SYMPATHY, AROUSE A FRESH 

INCENSE OF SPIRIT, FREE AND FAIR; UNTRAMMELLED. 

AND SO WE FASHION THE PRINTER’S SERIOUS ART 

AND NEWLY WED THE THOUGHT WITH VISION’D TEXT. 

A DAINTY TREND FOR BOOK AND PAGE AND PEN; 

AND MERGED IN STRENGTH A MORE COMPLETED WHOLE. 

THE EYE OF MIND AND EYE OF SOUL IN TOUCH 

ON A COMMON GROUND OF TRUTH. 
W. H. W. 







WITH NATURE-WARP OF NAKED WEED BY PRINTER-CRAFT IMPRISONED, WE WEAVE THIS INTERLINEAR WEB. 

A RYTHMIC CHANGING PLAY OF ORDERED SPACE AND IMAGE SEEKING TRACE OUR FABRIC MAKES, 

TO CLOTHE WITH CHASTiTY AND GRACE OUR AUTHOR’S GENTLE WORD. APPRECIATION OF THE BEAUTY 

IN HIS WORK WE WEAVE, —IN PART OURSELVES TO PLEASE, YET MAY WE BETTER FARE, AND, WEAVING SO, 

WITH YOU OUR PLEASURE SHARE. F. L. W. 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE BUILDING OF THE HOUSE." 



OLD HORSE RUBBED OFF ON THE PASTURE BARS, AND WEAVE 

AND MOULD THEIR FINDINGS INTO A COSY BOWL TO HOLD 

THEIR LITTLE ONES. MAN AND WOMAN ARE BUT LARGER BIRDS, 

BORROWING MORE OF THE WORLD-MATERIAL TO MAKE A BIGGER 

BOWL A LITTLE COSIER. FROM A FELLOW-MORTAL THEY BUY A 

LOT OR A FARM INSTEAD OF A TREE-BOUGH ; THEY FENCE IT IN 

AND CALL IT THEIRS, AS IF THEY OWNED THE ACRES THROUGH 

TO CHINA,—AND PUT A MORTGAGE ON IT. NOTWITHSTANDING. BE¬ 

CAUSE IT IS TOO LARGE TO PAY FOR. THEN THEY BUILD FOUR 

WALLS WITH A LID, TO BOX IN A LITTLE OF THE BLOWING WIND; 

SCREW ON THIS BOX A DOOR-PLATE AND INSURANCE SIGN; 

DIVIDE IT INSIDE INTO CHAMBERED CELLS; LINE THESE CELLS 

WITH PAPER AND CARPETS INSTEAD OF MOSS AND HORSE-HAIR; 

AND PROCEED TO FILL THEIR PRETTY BOX OF CELLS WITH DEC¬ 

ORATIONS AND CONVENIENCES. THIS IS THEIR “HOME.” “SEE 

WHAT MY HANDS HAVE BUILT!” SAYS THE MAN. BUT IF WE 
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!and thus we might consider each and everything about 

OUR HOUSE, THE IRON IN THE NAIL, THE WOOL IN THE CARPET, 

THE GLASS IN THE WINDOW, THE PAINT ON THE DOOR, THE HAIR 

;IN THE EASY CHAIR, AND TRACE ALL BACK BY NO LONG ROAD TO 

BUILDERS WHO BUILT NOT BY HAND. WE ARE PROUD OF OUR 

jNINETEENTH CENTURY MANSION; BUT IF WE USE THE VERY 

j LATEST IMPROVEMENTS AND MOST ARTIFICIAL,—MAKE ITS OUTER 

WALLS OF MACHINE-PRESSED STONE; FOR INNER WALLS BUY 

!F1BR0US SLABS INSTEAD OF LATHS AND MORTAR; IRON-RIB IT 

’.THROUGH AND THROUGH IN PLACE OF FLOOR-BEAMS; FIRE¬ 

-PROOF ITS FLOORS WITH IRON NETTING AND PLASTER; WARM 

; it BY STEAM FROM BOILERS TWO MILES AWAY DOWN TOWN ; 

LIGHT IT WITH ELECTRICITY ; TUNE IT BY REVERBERATING TELE¬ 

PHONES WITH MUSIC PLAYED IN A DISTANT CAPITAL ; DINE IN 

THE GULF OF THE ST. LAWRENCE, FRESH BEEF FROM MONTANA, 

T. 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

CHAPTER TWO 

HOUSE FURNISHING." 



• 
• O e 

——-■--------*■-«*---*.----- - -■>- 

• 
• 
• r WHO SIT AROUND THE TURKEY; WOMEN WHO THINK MORE OF 

- THE NEW CARPET THAN THE BLESSING OF THE OLD SUNSHINE ; 
■ 
• 

> 
P| St MEN AND WOMEN, BOTH, WHO BEAR WITNESS THAT THEY LOVE 

• • ' 
,p 8 If i THEIR NEIGHBORS BETTER THAN THEMSELVES BY KEEPING 

• 
• i BEST THINGS FOR THE NEIGHBOR’S EYES AND THE WORST 
■ 
m 1 THINGS FOR THEIR OWN, AND WHO ALMOST GAUGE THEIR SOCIAL 

• STANDING BY THE FINE CLOTHES THEY CAN PUT ON FOR STREET 
■ 
• I 1 OR CHURCH, OR BY THE “ DEAD PERFECTION ” OF THEIR FRONT 
1 
• 1 1 1 PARLOR. PERHAPS THE GOOD WIFE, LOOKING AROUND A SLOV- 

• f 11 ENLY, UNHOME-LIKE LIVING-ROOM, FEELS A FLUSH OF SELF- 
• 
• 

JL 
RESPECT AT THE THOUGHT OF THAT COLD FRONT PARLOR, 

• 
■ X WHERE THE CHAIRS SIT AS STRAIGHT AS THE PICTURES OUGHT 

• H TO, AND THE TAPESTRIES AND CROCKERIES ARE EACH IN THE 
• 
• hi DUE PLACE. WHEN CALLING AT A RICH MAN’S HOME AND WAIT- 
• 
■ 
• 
m 
m 1 
• 0 

t- 
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ING FOR MADAME TO APPEAR, SOMETIMES A SILENT WONDER 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

CHAPTER THREE 

THE IDEAL OF BEAUTY." 

—— 





-n*- -4*-*— *—« 

:#L :3ffe 
• «0W©<> ‘ 

•*wfeo» ■' 
:r^&: 

♦ <H+: ?o« 

mm: 
«M,;V> 
T1T-v-* 

© 

THE HEART AND MIND, STILL ARE PARTS OF US, AND A HOME 

SHOULD BE HOME FOR ALL OUR PARTS. EYES AND EARS ARE 

EAGER TO BE FED WITH HARMONIES IN COLOR AND FORM AND 

SOUND ; THESE ARE THEIR NATURAL FOOD AS MUCH AS BREAD 

AND MEAT ARE FOOD FOR OTHER PARTS. AND IN PROPORTION 

AS THE EYES AND EARS ARE FED, WE ARE NOT SURE, BUT APT, 

TO SEE A FINENESS SPREADING OVER LIFE. WHERE EYES AND 

EARS ARE STARVED, WE ARE NOT SURE, BUT APT, TO FIND A 

ROUGHNESS SPREADING. A SONG AT EVEN-TIME BEFORE THE 

LITTLE ONES SAY GOOD-NIGHT; THE HABIT OF TOGETHER SAY¬ 

ING A GOOD-MORNING GRACE TO GOD, PERHAPS A SILENT GRACE, 

AMONG THE OTHER GREETINGS OF A HAPPY BREAKFAST-TABLE; 

A PICTURE IN THAT BARE NICHE OF THE WALL; A VASE OF 

FLOWERS ON THE MANTEL-PIECE; WELL MATCHED COLORS UN¬ 

DER FOOT; A NESTLING COLLAR, NOT THAT STIFF BAND, AROUND 









y , O •:* * & % ❖ *.> 9 ❖ * 

■X2 »>‘i T-; ;H /^X J._?| ? r r~T»VlJ!«' i _**5^ .!«• 'pTp-T-^-«T»^, ,-^TlM^iT^? L OF* 





« u 

sa 
THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

CHAPTER FOUR 

FLOWER FURNITURE.” 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

CHAPTER FIVE 

BOOK FURNITURE AND OUR GUESTS.” 
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THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 

CHAPTER SIX 

THE DEAR TOGETHERNESS." 



Jl 

1 JII 

ARE ALIVE TOGETHER.” IT IS A LOW PERVADING MUSIC, FELT, 

NOT HEARD, WHICH BEGINS EACH DAY WITH THE GOOD-MORN¬ 

ING, AND ONLY ENDS IN THE DREAM-DROWSE BEYOND GOOD¬ 

NIGHT, IT IS CHEER; IT IS PEACE; IT IS TRUST; IT IS DELIGHT; 

IT IS ALL THESE FOR, AND ALL THESE IN, EACH OTHER. IT 

KNOWS NO MOODS—THIS WARM LOVE-LIGHT,—BUT IS AN EVEN 

CHEER, AN EVEN TRUST. THE LITTLE FESTIVALS OF LOVE ARE 

KEPT, BUT, AFTER ALL, THE BEST DAYS ARE THE EVERY-DAYS, 

BECAUSE THEY ARE THE EVERY-DAYS OF LOVE. THE VARIANT 

DISPOSITIONS IN THE MEMBERS OF THE HOME, THE ELEMENTS 

OF PERSONALITY TO BE “ALLOWED FOR,” ADD STIMULUS AND 

EXHILARATION TO THIS ATMOSPHERE. SHARED MEMORIES MAKE 

PART OF IT, SHARED HOPES AND FEARS, SHARED SORROWS; 

SHARED SELF-DENIALS MAKE A VERY DEAR PART OF IT. 

THUS IS IT AT ITS HAPPY BEST; BUT EVEN WHEN THE HOME-LOVE 

IS NOT AT ITS BEST, WHEN MOODS AT TIMES PREVAIL, AND COLD 

LOOKS MAKE A DISTANCE IN THE EYES, AND SOME ONE GROWS 

. i 
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THROUGH DISTANT WAYS APPROACHING, EACH FATED AT SOME 

TURN, SOME INSTANT, TO FIND AND RECOGNIZE THE OTHER. 

FOLLOWS, THEN, THE SECOND AND CONTINUING MYSTERY OF THE 

TWO BECOMING VERY ONE. AND BEAUTIFULLY TRUE OF THEM,— 

AS ALL BEHOLDERS KNOW: “ALL MEN LOVE A LOVER.” POETRY 

AND SONG, AND NOVEL AND DRAMA, AND GOSSIP, OLDER THAN 

THEM ALL, ATTEST THE FASCINATION. BUT TO THE TWO THEM¬ 

SELVES HOW PASSING BEAUTIFUL THE STORY IS! IT IS NOT 

MERELY THAT ALL NATURE GLOWS AND OLD FAMILIAR THINGS 

TAKE ON NEW LIGHTS AND MEANINGS ; NOR MERELY THAT IN THE 

NEW LIGHT THE DEAREST OLD TIES DIM BY SOME DIVINE ECLIPSE, 

"AS O’ER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY 

BEYOND THEIR UTMOST PURPLE RIM, 

BEYOND THE NIGHT, BEYOND THE DAY, 

THE HAPPY PRINCESS FOLLOWS HIM.” 

NOT MERELY THIS: A HIGHER BEAUTY COMES IN THE CHANGES 
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SO SWIFTLY WROUGHT BY LOVE WITHIN EACH SOUL,—THE EN¬ 

LARGEMENT OF POWERS, THE ENHANCEMENT OF ATTRACTIVE¬ 

NESS, THE VIRTUES GREATENED, THE MEANNESS ABATED, AND 

THAT UNSELFING OF EACH ONE FOR THE OTHER’S SAKE, WHICH 

REALLY MAKES EACH ONE A STRONGER, NOBLER SELF. THE SUN¬ 

RISE OF THE NEW LIFE BREAKS. THE TWO ARE MATED WITH THE 

SOLEMN QUESTIONS: “WILT THOU LOVE HER, HONOR HER, CHER¬ 

ISH AND COMFORT HER, IN HEALTH AND IN SICKNESS, IN JOY AND 

IN SORROW, SO LONG AS YE BOTH SHALL LIVE?” “WILT THOU 

TAKE HIM FOR RICHER, FOR POORER, FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE, 

AND TRY TO LIVE WITH HIM THE D1VINEST LIFE THOU KNOWEST?” 

THEN BEGIN THE DAILY, HOURLY ANSWERS TO THESE QUES¬ 

TIONS,—LIVING ANSWERS SO DIFFERENT FROM THE WORDED “ I 

WILL ” OF THE MOMENT. 

AND NOW THE HOME-NEST, AND THE DELIGHTS OF IT, THE DIS¬ 

COVERIES OF IT, THE REVELATIONS IN IT OF STILL UNMATED 

PARTS WHICH YET MUST MATE AND WILL, THE GLAD ENDEAVORS 
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